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c. 



TH E particuhtr attendon your Lordfhip and the Society were 
pleafed to (hew to the paper I had the honor to lay before 
you the 29th Nov. \T^S^ containing an account of fcnne 
particulars relative to Domes-day book, hath encouraged ]tne to pro- 
fecute my inquiries;, and I flatter m3rfelf that what I have now further 
to offer on that fubjedt will not be diipleafing to the Society. 

The learned Dean of Exeter, to whom this Society is under great 
obligations for his repeated antiquarian conmiunications, in die paper 
he laid before the Society, the 22d Jan. 1756, concerning the 
Exeter MS. fays. The common opinion is, that Danegelt was a tax 
of one flnlling upon every hide of land in England, wdl-land, as he 
fuppofed, excepted. In my former paper, p. 20. I tranfcribed a 
paffage from Mr. Arthur Agard, which implied, that Danegeld was^ 
in its original inflitution, a tax of fix fhiliings on every hide of land. 
As I (ball be always diffident of any opinion I may be diought to 
have adopted, that fhall appear in the leaft degree different from that 
of a perfon much more converfant with things of this fort than 
myfelf, I thought it not improper to bring this matter to a clofer exa- 
mination. The refult of this inquiry I have now the honor to lay 
bcfcM-e the Society, from which, I apprehend, it will appear that Mr. 
Gale, the learned Dean, and mj^elf, wo^ under a miflake as to 
this matter \ and that Danegeld was originaUy neither me Shilling, 
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2 ASHORTACCOUNT 

nor^ Shillings, but a tax of two Shillings per Hide. The infe- 
parable connexion there is between the Domefday furvey and Dane- 
geld, will induce your Lordfhip and this learned Body to excufe the 
trouble I give you of this fecond paper ; they will be of opinion the 
fubjeft at leaft is worthy their confideration. 

I. 

I. Dan EG ELD, or, as it is called by the Saxons, J&cjiejell>> 
heregildum, i. e. " tributum militare feu navale," began to be colledled 
in the reign of king Ethelred about the year 991, as fomc writers 
fuppofe, ob pacandos Danos patriam infeftantes, or, according to 
others, about the year 10 12 or 10 13, for the hiring Danifli or other 
fhips, foldiers, and mariners, to oppofe the incurfions of our foreign 
invaders. It was originally an annual tax of two (hillings on every 
hide of arable land in the kingdom ; and was in its nature a land- 
tax, and is the firft ftated tax of that kind mentioned in our hiftorians. 
It was called Danegeld, as being originally agreed to be paid to the 
Danes, and, like many other things, continued to retain the name long 
after it became appropriated to ufes intirely different. Mr. Tate in a 
lift, infcrted by Mr. Camden, in his Britannia, p. 226. and by Sir 
Henry Spelman^ in his Gloifary, p. 292. makes the number of hides 
of land in England amount to 243,600, confequently the grofi pro- 
duce of this tax at two fhillings per hide, would at that rate amount 
to 24,3601. a very great fum to be annually raifed at that period 
Edward the Confeilbr fulpended the payment of this tax during 
part of his time. In the reign of Will. I. it was ia one inftance 
increafed. to Jixjhillings^ and in that of W. Rufus to four Jhillings for 
each hide. In the reign of Henry I. it was three Jhillings^ and in 
the reign of king Stephen two Jhillings per hide. It continued to 
be coUefted as low as 2 1 Hen. 11. and probably later. 

2. There were two kinds of payments made in the reign of 
Ethelred to the Danes ; the one tributary to purchafe peace, and put 
a ftop to their depredations; thefe could not be annual, being in their 
nature ex re nata, accidental and bccaiional, and were raifed not by 
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OFDANEGELD. 3 

juiy ftated tax, but in the beft manner the neceffity and urgency of 

affairs would permit. The other vfzx^jltpendiary^ or fubfidiary 

payments, made annually, in confequence of treaties, whereby the 
Efenes contrafted to furnifh the Englifh with a fleet of fhips of war, 
fometimes more, fometimes lefs, for the defence of the Englifli 
^oafts, for which the Englifli agreed to .pay them a ftated annual 
fubfidy. For the raifing this, the tax called Danegelt, which was an 
annual land-tax, was firft introduced. 

3 . Some of our earlieft hiftorians, for want of diftinguifliing thefe 
two different kinds of payment, place the original of the tax in 
queftion as early as the year 991, when the tributary payment to 
the Danes commenced i other writers have been of opinion this tax 
was originally collected not to furnifh money to the Danes, but to 
defray die expcnce of guai-ding our coail againft thir invqfions. 

m 

Sir Henry Spelman defcribes Danegcld to be, " Tributum Anglis 
" indidhim, alias ob pacandos Danos, ali^s ob arcendos^ And a little 
lower, " Tributum annuum 48,000 librarum, ab omni populo era- 
" dendum, Danegeldum proprie nuncupatum." Gloflary, p. 161. 

The author of the Dialogus de Scaccario hath the followiiig 
<ixapter written expreflly on the fubjedl of this tax. 

"XI. Quid Danegjldum, ETQUARE SIC DICTUM. Infulanoftra 
-*« fuis contcnta bonis peregrinis non eget. Hanc igitur merito dixerc 
-** prioTcs, Divitiifguejinum, deliciifque larem. Propter haec innumeras 
" ab exteris injurias pajfla eft j quia fcriptum eft ; Furem preciofa fignata 
^^foUicitant. Circumjacentium enim iniularum praedones, irruptione 
" fada, maritima depopulantes, aurum, argentum, et quaeque pretioia 
« toUebant. Verum cum rex et indigenae bellicis apparatibus inftrudli in 
" fuae gentis defenfionem inftarent, illi fugas aggrediebanturaequorcas. 
-** Inter hos itaque pene praecipua et femper pronior ad nocendiiih 
" erat bellicofa ilia et populofa gens Dacorum i qui praeter com- 
" munem raptorum avaritiam acriusinftabant, quia aliquidde antiquo * 
« jure in ejufdem regni dorainatione vendicabant, ficut Britonum 
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4 ASHORTACCOUNT 

" Ad hos igitur arccndos a rcgibus Anglicis ftatutum eft, ut de 
" fingulis hidis regni, jure quodam pcrpetuo, ^o folidi argenti fol- 
" verentur in ufos vironim fortium, qui, periuftrantes et jugitcr 
" excubantes maritima, impetum hoilium rcprimercnt. Quia igitur 
" principaliter pro Danis infHtutus eft hie reditus, Danegildum vel 
^ Danegildus dicitur. Hie igitur annua lege, ficut didum eft, fub 
** indigenis regibus folvebatur, ufque ad tempora regis Willelml 
" primi de gente et genere Normannorum. Ipfo namque regnante; 
<< tarn Daci quam caeteri terrae marifque praedones hoftiles co- 
^< hibebant incurfus, fcientes verum efie quod fcriptum eft, Cum 
^^fortis armatus cufiodit atrium fuum^ in pace funt ea quae poffidet. 
<< Noverant autenir etiam quod acerrimae virtutis homines impunitas 
** non ferunt injurias. Quimx ergo iiu iblviftet terra fob ejufdem 
^^ regis imperio, noluit hoc ut annuum fblvi, quod fiierat urgente 
<< neceftitate beliicae tempeft^ds exa£him, nee tamen omnino propter 
^ inopinatos cafos dimitti. Raro igitur temporibus illius, vel fuc- 
'< cei^rum ipiiuSy folutus eft : hoc eft, cum ab exteris gendbus bella 
<< vel opiniones bellorum inforgebant. Verum, qnocunque tempore 
•* folvatur, ab ipfo liberi font qui aflident ad Scaccarium. Vicecomitcs 
«* quoque ab hoc quieti font de domlniis fois, propter laborioiam 
'* ejufdem cenfos coUeftam " 

Mr. Seiden in his Mare Qaufam;, lib. ii. hath given us a chapter 
esipreis on the fobjeft of Danegeld, from v^hich I have tranfcribed' 
ifoch parts as contain his opinion concerning it. 

Tributum, feu ftipendium. Danegeldum di<3xun> ad rem navalem 
et territoria marino tuendo quotanms pendebatur. ■ Originem 
'* habuit tributum hoc fob Ethelredo rege. Scilicet is a Swano<^ 
/< Danorum: rege miferas tandem redafhis in anguftias, pace ab eo 
'Vempta, etiaoi ex foedere conduxit puppes Danorum 45, quae 
^* regnum fuum in man excubando tutarentur, ftipendia, quae ex 
^ tributo hoc conftarentur, in commeatus annuadm accepturae. Quod 
*« ut rite intelligatur,. advertendum eft ex Hiftoria Anglo-faxonica,. 
^< tributum feu cenfom Danis perfblvi fob id tempus foiitum non 
«( unius fuifte generis. Aliud erat tributunt feu pecuniae vis, qua 
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♦« pacem iiiterdum Anglo-faxones ab illis infulamgraviter infeilantibus 
« redimebant : aliud vcro, quod clafli Danicae, ad tutandum mare 
« orafquc defendendas maritimas condudtae, ut ftipendium praefta^ 
<c batur. — — Neque quotannis pendi folebat hoc genus primum, fed 

" pro re nata fubinde praeftitum eft. Quod vero fecundl generis 

« erat clafli Danicae, ut didum eft, condudtac folvendum, id an- 
" nuum fuit. Nee certa pecuniae quantitate finiebatur, fed quanta 

« clafliariorunx vi<Stui ct veftitui fufficeret. Utrumquc autem 

praeftationis, quam diximus, genus, Dane^elt), Danegeldum fea 

Danageldum, id eft, tributum Danicum, <Ucebatur. Secundum 

<* vcro, quod pro clafBariorum commcatu foiutum eft, itidem eadem 
^* voce indigttabatur, tum quia ex focdcrc Danico natum, turn quia 
" Danicae clafli marino tserritorio tocndo condud^e pendi fblitum. 
Undc et idem retinuit nomen tarn iiib ipfis regibus Danicis, veluti 
Canuto, Haroldo I. Hardecanuto, quam fub Anglo-faxonibus feu 

- Anglicanis. Apud Matthaeos Weftmonafterienfem et Parifien- 

« fem annua flipendii hujus. Danici peniio triginta odlo millibus 
« librarum aeflimatur. Qyod faae temere nimis ab eis fcriptum eft.- 
•< Nee melius illi, quibus triginta millibus librarum taxatur ilia 
penfio, velut Chronici Mclrocenfis autori. Nam qualicunquc cenfus 
ratione, pro temporum varietate, tributum ipfum rcgi pendcretur, 
certiflTimum videtur ftipendia clafli Danicae praeberi folita adeo 
" incerta fuiflc, ut nunc ampliora multo, nunc anguftiora, pro 
"^^ navium ct claflGiariorum numero tutelae marinac idoneo (quod nee 
^* aliter evenirc potuiflfe credendum eft) praeflarentur." Selden. 
Opera, vol. iv. p. 1317. to 1322. 

4. In order to detemrine which of the abovementioncd opinions ought 
to be adoptedy^it willb^ neceflary to compare the diflerent accountsour 
hiftorians have given of this matter with each other, for this purpoie 
I have tranfcribed fuch of them as appeared to me to be matcriar, 
in the author's own words, and as near as could be in a regular order 
6f time : by this means the Society will have the whole before them 
in one view. 

H. Hant>- 
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H. Hunt. Hift. lib. v. p. 205. a. « Edclredi regis anno decimo 
« tertio (A. D. 991.) primum ftatuerunt Angli, concilio infaufto Siricii 
" archiepifcopi, quod ipfi cenfum Danis perfolvcrent, quatenus a 
" rapinis et caede ceflfarent, et dederunt eis decern milie libras. 
" Hoc autem malum ufque in hodicmum diem [tempore regis 
*^ Stephani] duravit, et diu, nifi Dei pietas fubveniat, durabit. Regibus 
^* namque noftris modo perfblvimus ex confuetudine, quod Danis 
" perfolvebatur ex inefFabili terrore/' 

Florent. Wigorn, p. 609. A^. 991. " Quo infuper anno Sirici 
** Dorobernenfis archiepifcopi, et ducum Aethelwardi et Aifrici 
" confilio Danis tributum, quod erat 10 millium librarum, pritnttus 
" datum eft, ut a crebris rapinis cremationibus et hominum occifi- 
** onibus, quas circa ripas maris frequenter agebant, defifterent, 
" paceiiique firmam cum eis tenerent." ■■ Simeon Dunelmenfis, 
p. 196. Matth. Weflm. p. 169. And Roger Hoveden, p. 245. b. fay 
the fame, in almoft the fame words. 

Chronicon. Saxon, p. 126. " Anno 991. hoc anno decretum eft 
^* primum jam ut folveretur tributum Danicis viris propter magnos 
" horrores quos incuflerunt incolis maritimis. inprimis nempe x millia 
** librarum. lUud concilium conftituit Siricus archiepifcopus.*' 

Chronicon Johannis Brompton, abbatis Jomalenfis {a). " Anno 

•' Ethelredi regis xiii. Angli infaufto concilio Sirici Cantuari- 

<* enfis archiepifcopi, ut Daci a rapinis et caedibus cefTarent, cenfum 
" pravum eis fblvere ftatuerant. Quibus x millibus librarum printQ 
•* pro tributo datis, hoc malum ufque in hodiemum diem in Anglia, 
** et diuy nifi Dei pietas fubveniat^ durabit. Nam regibus noftris 
** modo {hi) confuetudine folvimus quod Danis tunc ex terrorc inefFabili 
" folvebatur. Secundo vero folvebatur eis tributum 16 millium libra- 

(a) Decern Scriptores, p. 879. 

{b) From hence it appears, this part, at leaft, of this chronicle was wrote while 
Dancgeld was a fubfifting tax, and therefore much earlier than the reign of Ed- 
Ward III. as low as which Mr. Selden, in his preface to the Decern Scriptores, hath 
(hewn a part of it which anfwers to the year lotfg was wrote j others fuppofe the 
avtthpr wrote about the year 1198. Vide Tanner de Scriptoribus Angl. 

" rum ; 
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" rum; tertio 24 millium libraram; quarto 30 millium librarum;' • 
" quinto 4omiirmm librarum, donee tandem pecunia deficiente iterum- 
" tenderent ad rapinas." ' 

Ran. Higden, in his Polychronicon (^), mentidns a third payment' 
of 26,000 1. omitted by Brompton, and both thefe authors ftate thefe 
payments, which, according to Higden, amount to 140,000 1. as being 
paid the fame year. 

Ra. de Knighton de Eventibus Angliae (^), agrees with Higden 
as to the number and quantity of the pajrments, and adds they were 
made annually; but with relpeft to the time when the iive laft 
payments were made, thefe writers are all miftaken. 

Knyghton swords are; " Interea, Dunftano mortuo,Dani venerunt 
« in Angliam quafi in quolibet portu Angliae ; unde nefciebatur qua 
« parte illis occurrerent ; unde confilio Sirici archiepifcopi fuccefforis 
« Dunftani tributum annuum folvunt. Primo anno x. mil, libr. 
" Secundo anno xvi mil. Tertio anno xx mil. Quarto anno xxiv 
" mil. Quinto anno xxx mil. tandem xl mil. donee peeunia de- 
" fieiebat in Anglia. Et tunc redierunt iterum ad rapinas." 

It appears by the Saxon chronicle, and other hiftorians, that 

the firft tribute of 10,000 1. was paid A°. 991. The fecond of 

i6,oool. A^ 993, or 994. The fourth of 24,0001. A^ looi. 

The fifth of 30,000 1, A^ 1007. 

5 . The Danes renewing their ravages, Ethelred determined to levy a 
large fleet and army to oppofe them. This he did by an occafional 
land-tax, then introduced for the firft time ; every three hundred and 
ten hides of land being taxed with providing a fhip, and every eight 
hides with finding a foldier, armed with a head-piece and breaft- 
plate. But thefe preparations, like all the former of this weak and 
unfortunate prince, jwoving unfuccefsful, he was reduced A*, i o 1 1 . 
to fue for peace; and accordingly by a treaty concluded A^ 10 12, 
between him and the Danes, in confideration of 8000 1. as the Saxon 

{c) Gale's Scriptore^ Angl. vol. iii. p. 270. 
{d) Decern Scriptores^ vol. ii. p. 2315. 

phronicie. 
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Chronicle, and Henry of Huntingdon, fay, or rather, as moft other 
authors mentkm, of 48,000 1. paid them by the English, the Danes 
agreed to put an end to the war, and to furniih Ethelred with forty 
five ihips of war, for the future protection of his kingdom from foreign 
iavafions, whidi were to be paid and maintained by the Engliih. 

^< Anno millefimo feptimo, rex Angbrum Egelredus, primatum 
^^ fuorum coniilio nuncios ad Danos legans, iis mandavit, quod 
*' fumptus et tiibutum eo tenofe illis dare vellet, ut ^ rapinis deiifte- 
^' rent, et pacem cum eo iirmam tenerent i cujus pdhilaboni coa* 
<< fenierunt, et ex eo tempore de tota Anglia fomptus ilBs dabatur, et 
^< tributum, quod erat 36,000 librarum, illis perlblvebatur/' Hove* 
den, p. 246. b. 

Saxon Chronicle, p. 142* A^. 1012. << Q^m primum tributum 
«< edet perfolutum, et pax juramentis firmata, difperfos eft late exer* 
«' citus. Tum flibditae funt regi de claile [Dacorum] xlv naves, 
^ quae ei pollicitae funt fe hanc terram defenfuros, modo h illis vi6him 
'^« et^efiitumfubminijiraretr 

Hen. Huntingdonienfis (f), A^ 1012. " Tunc vero rex nimis fere 
•** pacem fecit cum Dacorum cxercitu, dans cis 8000 librarum. ■ 
<< Subdiderunt autem fe regi 45 puppes Danorum, promittentes quod 
<« Aogliam tuerentur, rex vero invenirct eis viflxun et veftitum." 

Hoveden(/), Anno 10 12. « Perfidus dux Edricus Strcona et 
^< omnes Angliae primates ante Pafeha Lundoniae omgregati ibnt, 
^< et ibi tam diu morati funt quoufque tributum Danis promiflum, 
<* quod erat 48 mille librarum, perfolveretur. — — Poft haec tributo 
'< ibluto, pace juramentis firmata, Danica claffis, ut prius erat con** 
« gregata, longe lateque diipergitur ; fed cum rege quadraginta 
" quinque naves remanfere eique JidelitAtem juraverey et adverfus ex- 
" teros Angliam fe defenfuros, eo tenore promiferunt, ut cis vidtum 

«* regimenque pracberet." 

« 

6. What the expence of maintaining this fleet amounted to is not 
inentioned by any of thefe writers. The Saxon Chronicle, A"*- 1040. 

{t) P. 207.. a. 

(/) Hovedcn, p. 247. b. 248. su 

p. 156- 
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p. 156. takes notice that 11,0481. was paid that year for 32 (hips. 
At that rate the expence of 45 (hips would amount to about 1 5,500 1. 
For want therefore of more exaft information, we may reafonably 
fuppofe that a fum of upwards of 1 5,000 L was by this treaty become 
a (bited charge on the kingdom, neceflary to be annually provided 
for. 

Ingulfus, Brompton, the Chronicon of Peterborough, and other 
authors affirm, the payment of Danegeld, as a ftated tax, began in 
the year 1012 or 1013; probably in the treaty between Ethelred 
and the Danes, in imitation of what had been done by Ethelred A"". 
1008, it was ftipulated that the expence of thefe (hips fhould be 
raifed by an annual tax on land. 

In 10 1 3, Ethelred retired to Normandy, and whether in xh^Jir/i 
inftance this tax was collected by his authority, or by that of his 
fucceflbr Swane, who was this year acknowledged by all the people, 
tanquam verum regem, is uncertain; Henry Huntindonienfis, p. 207. 
A*^. 10 1 3. " Swanus rexDacorum venit et ab omni populo ha- 

" bebatur pro rege, juffitque dart per Angliam vid:um et cenfum 
« cxcrcitui fuo ." 

Hoveden, p. 248. a. A^. 10 13. " Menfe Julio rex Danorum 
<< Swanus cum valida claiTe ad Sandicum portum eft appulfus ■ 
" qui ad fuam claflem reverfus, ab omni populo Anglorum rex 
« appellabatur et habebatur. Quod cum vidiffet rex Ethelredus ■ 
« Normanniam devehitur, et a Ricardo comite honorifice fufcipitur. 
«« Interea Swanus tyrannus, fuac claflae fumptus affluenter parari et 
" tributum fere ivri^xtsXyAt fohi praecepit T 

7. A°. 1 014. Swane died, and the Danifh fleet elected Canutus king 
in his room ; the Englifli thereupon recalled Ethelred, who died in 
1 016. and was fucceeded by Edmund, who, after feveral victories 
over the Danes, was the fame year totally defeated by them, with 
the lofs of moft of the Englifh nobility, and reduced to agree to pay 
tribute to the Danes ; foon after which he died 5 and upon his death. 
A"*. 10 17. Canutus the Dane, became king of England, and the 
next year the Danifli army, after receiving a tribute of 72,000 1. or 
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as Henry of Huntingdon fays, 82,000 1. from the kingdom in general, 
befides 10,000 1. or as others fay, 10,500 1. from the city of London, 
returned to Denmark, leaving forty of their (hips in English pay. 

Canutus died in 1036, and was fucceeded by Harold, who died 
in 1039. During thefe two reigns, which comprehend a ipace of 
above twenty two years, a fleet of Danifli (hips of war were con- 
ftantly kept in Englifli pay ; eight marks being the hire or wages 
annually given to each rower, and twelve marks to each captain or 
mailer. In 1039, upon the death of Harold, Hardacnute fuc- 
ceeded him, who kept this year fixty two Danifh fhips in Englifh 
pay, at the before mentioned rate. 

A**. 1040. There was paid 21,099 1. for tribute, and afterwards 
1 1,048 1. for the pay of thirty two fhips ; this is the lafl payment 
made to the Danes. The proofs of what is here advanced are fet 
forth in the next fe^tion. 

8. Florent. Wigorn. p. 619. A*. 10 18. " Hoc anno de tota Anglia 
" 72 millia etde Lundonia 10,500 librarum exercitu Danorum funt 
" perfoluta, et cum rege Canuto 40 naves remanfere, ceterae vero 
" Denemerciam funt revedtae ; Angli et Dani apud Oxenefordam de 
" lege regis Eadgari tenenda Concordes funt eifedJi. 

Saxon Chronicon, p. 151. A^ 10 18. "Hoc anno fblutum fuit 
*< iftud tributum per totam Angliam gentcm, nempe lxxii, millia 
** librarum ; praeter id quod cives Lundencnfes pcriblverunt,* nempe 

" IX. millia librarum. Deinde Danid exercitus pars reverfa eft 

** ad Dcnmearciam, xl autem naves remanfere cum rege Canuto. 
" Dani etiam et Angli cdncordes fa£ti funt apud Oxnafordam. 

Matth. Weflm. p. 207. " Anno gratiae 1022. Angli et Dani in 
" coUoquio apud Oxoniam celebrato, de legibus regis EJivardi prim 
" tenendis Concordes efFedli funt j unde eifdem legibus, jubente rege 

Cnutone, ab Anglica lingua in Latinam tranflatis, tam in Dania 

quam in Anglia propter earum aequitatem a rege praefato obfcrvari 

jubcntur.** 

m 
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Hcniy Huntington, p. 208. b. " Cnut rex Angloram fecit per 
" Angliam mirabilem cenfimoi rcddi, fcilicet lxxxii mille lib.praeter 
^< undecies mille lib. quas Lundonienfes reddiderunt." 

Saxon Chron. A*. 1309. p. 156* " Hoc anno deccflit Haroldus rex 
« ■ ejufque dicbus fbluta funt tributa xvi navibus, unicuiquc 
" nempc remigi viii marcae, prout factum eft Canuti regis aetate — 
Hoc ipfo item anno venit Hardecanutus ad Sandwicum, vii diebus 
ante mediam acftatem, et ftatim fuiceptus eft turn ab Anglis turn 
Danis : verum ob id poftea proceres gus multa mala funt pafti. 
Turn decretum eft ut folverentur lxii navium fingulis iremigibus 
" VIII marcac." 

Flor. Wigorn. p. 623. " Odo marcas unicuique fuae claflis remigi, 
" et duodecim unicuique gubematori de tot a jinglia praecepit rex 
<« [Hardecanutus] dependi, tributum videlicet tarn grave, ut vix aliquis 
« id poflct perfolvere." 

Saxon Chronicon, A''. 1040. p. 156. " Hoc anno fuit tributum 
" militare [ ftejicjeote ] folutum, nempe xxi millia librarum et 
" xcix librae, et poftea iblutae flierunt xxxii navibus, xi millia 
** librarum et xlviii librae. 

Mr. Selden, Mare Claufum, p. 13 17. %s this laft funi of 1 1,048 1. 
was paid for building 32 fhips, " fcilicet 32 navibus conftruendis, quod 
** fcribit Huntingdonienfis," which is a miftake ; Henry of Hunting- 
don's words are ; " Anno fccundo Hardecnut redditus eft cenfus 
" exercitui Dacorum, fcilicet 21,000 lib. et 89 lib. et poftea funt 
" redditae 32 puppibus 1 1,000 lib. et 48 lib." p. 209. a. 

9. A^. 1042. Hardicnute died, and was fucceeded by Edward the 
ConfeiTor, who put a ftop to all future payments from the Englifh to 
the Danes, as well tributary as ftipendiary. He continued neverthe- 
lefs to coUecft Danegeldfrom the fubjeft until tlie year 1051, when, 
as Ingulphus and other authors fay, he abfolutely repealed it. The 
laft time he coUedled it, was, ad navigium faciendum, as appears from 
a writ of Will. I. which direds the boundaries and jurifdiftions of 
the biftiop of Worcefter and the abbot of Evefham, to.be " ficut 
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** erant die qua novijfime tempore regis Edwardi geldum acceptum 
" fuit ad navigium faciendum." Hemiing Cartular. vol. i. p. 78. 

" Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo,quod Danegeld dicebatur, 
" trigefimo o<9:avo anno ex quo pater fuus Ethelredus primus id 
*^ Danicis foldariis folvi mandarat, integre abfolvit {g). 

" Anno Domini 105 1, Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tribute 
^* folvit, quodeis pater fuus propter Danorum folckrios impofuerat {b). 

" Anno Domini 105 1, cum terra non darct folita fertilitatc 
" frudlus fuos, fed fame plurimos habitatores devoraret, in tan turn 
" ut bladorum cariftia et panis inopia multa hominum miliia 
morerentur: mifericordia motus fuper pauperes, piiifimus rex 
Edwardus tributum graviffimum, quod Danigeld dicebatur, omni 
" Angliae in perpctuum relaxavit (/)." The inducement for this 
is curious and diverting. " Fcrunt quidam regem fan£tiflimum^ 
" cum didtum Danigeld cubicularii fui coUedhim in regis cameram 
" intuliflent, et ad videndum tanti thefauri cumulum ipfum addux- 
" iflent, ad primum afpedtum exhorruifle, proteftantem fe daemo- 
** nem fuper acervum pecuniae faltantem, et nimio gaudio exultan-' 
" tem profpexifle. Unde priftinis pofleflbribus juflit ftatim reddere, 
" et de tam fera exadtione ne iota unum voluit retinere, quin in 
" perpctuum remifit, anno fcilicet xxxviii, ex quo, tempore regis 
" Ethelredi patris fui, Swanus Rex Danorum fuo exercitui illud fblvi 
** fingulis annis imperavit.^' 

Ailredus Abbas Rievallis, in his hiftory of the life and miracles of 
Edward the Confeflbr, makes no mention of this pretended appari- 
tion, but gives the following account of the abolifhing the tax in 
queftion {k). " Tributum illud graviffimum quod tempore patris fui 
" primo claffi Danicae pendebatur, poft modum vero Fifco regio 
« ^nnisjinguh's inferebatur, regia liberalitate remifit, et ab oncre hoc 
" importabile in perpetuam Angliam abfolvit." 

(g) Chronicon Petri Burgi, p. 42. 
(b) Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. 
(/) Ingulph. Script. Angl. vol. i. p. 65. 
{i) Decern Scriptorcs, vol. i. p. 383- 

Rad 
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Rad. dcDiceto Abbreviationes Chronicomm, p. 457. A^. 1051; 
•* Rex Edwardus abfolvit Anglos a gravi vedligali tricefimo odavo 
** anno ex quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus id Danicis folidiariis^ 
" folvi mandavit!' Hoveden, p. Z53. a. fays the famev 

Chronicon Johannis Brompton. p. 943. " Anno Domini 1051* 
" Rex Edwardus Anglos a gravi tributo foivit, quod eis pater fuus 
" propter Danorum foldarios impofuerat". 

Florent. Wigorn. p. 626. " A^. 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
** Anglos a gravi ve(fligali 38 anno ex quo pater fuus rex Ethelredus 
" primitus id Danicis foldariis folvi mandarat." 

Ranulph. Higden. Polychronicon, p. 278. A^, 1050. " Edwardus 
" rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, quod pater fuus Egelredus 
" Danicis folidariis folvi fecerat, et jam per xl annos duraverat." 
Henr. de Knyghton, p. 233. ufes the fame words. 

Matthew of Weftminfter, the Chronica of Mailros, and a few 
other hiflorians, lay, the fubfidy or tribute, paid to the Danes for their 
iliips, was a ftated fum of 30,000 1. or 38,000 1. a year ; but this is a. 
mirtake, probably not of the writers, but owing to the inaccuracy of 
the copyift or tranfcribers. 

Chronica de Mailros (/), " Anno 1051. Rex Edwardus abfolvit 
" Anglos a gravi vedigali, id eft, xxx librarum et viii anno ex 
«^ quo pater fuus rex Egelredus primitus Danicis id foldariis folvi' 
•* mandaverat." 

Matth. Weftm. p. 219. " Anno Gratiae 1051. Rex Edwardus a 
•* veftigali graviflimo Anglos abfolvit, quod patre vivente, Danicis 
" ftipendiariis triginta ofto millium librarum folvi confuevit." 

An ancient MS. chronicle in my cuftody, which formerly be- 
longed to the priory of Hickling in Norfolk. " Anno 105 1 . Edwardus 
" rex abfolvit Anglos a gravi tributo, id eft xxxvin librarum xxx viii^ 
" anno ex quo pater fuus rex Ethelredus primitus Danicis id foldaiiis 
" folvi mandarat." 

(/) Scriptorcs Angl. vol. i. p. 157. 

Hovcdeil, 
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Hoveden, p. 246. b. fays it was 36,000!. a year. 

An annual tax of near four {hillings on 6ach hide of land would 
have been neccflary to pay 38,000 1. a year to the Danes, and there 
is no mention in hiftory until long after this period of any tax of that 
fort. 

I o. Thefe payments to the Danes could not avoid being extremely 
oppreflive and grievous to the people ; they were rendered more fo 
by the manner in which they were collcdled. If a perfon did not 
pay the fum affefled within three days after the time appointed for 
paying it, the owner was liable to be turned out of his eftate, and 
whoever would pay the tax for him put into the poflcflion of it. 
This proved the fource of great fraud and oppreflion, as will appear 
from the following extracts from the Liber Wigornienfis. 

m 

Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p* 248. " — Sicuti fadtum eft tem- 
" poribus Ethelredi, regis Anglorum, vaftante et depopulante banc 
^* patriam pagano rege Danorum, Swein nomine, cum maximum 
et fere importabile tributum tota Anglia reddere cogeretur. Ob 
hujus itaque tam gravis tributi exadlionem, omnia fere ornamenta 
^* hujus ecclefiae diftradla funt, tabulae altaris, argento et auro paratae, 
" fpoliatae funt, textus exornati, calices confradli, cruces conflatae, ad 
" ultimum etiam terrae et villulae pecuniis diftradtae funt. Simili 
" modo etiam adhim eft regnante Cnut, filio fuo, et adhuc graviora 
** vedtigalia fuperaddita funt temporibus regni filii Cnut, cujus nomen 
" erat Hardecnut, qui etiam totam iftam provinciam hoftile exercitu 
** ferro et igne depopulavit." 

Heming. Cartular. vol. i. p. 277. " Tempore quo Cnut rex 

" Danomm, hac patria deviifta, vedtigal importabile toti Anglorum 

" regno impoftierat, ablatae funt diverfee villulae in Uuareuuicfcire a 

" monafterii pofleflione, vi et fraude malignorum Danorum, quorum 

" potcntia eo tempore terror erat indigenis hujus patriae. Conftituerant 

" enim, ut, fiquid veftigalis ad iii'". conftituti dici deeflet, quifquis 

" pritis pecuniam pro ea foherety ejuspojjejionifubjaceret. Hac calli- 

" ditate inventa, quifquis aliquam terram de monafterio concupierat, 

** pecunia data vicccomiti, veftigali refugato etiam fatis tempeftivo, 

«* quod male concupierat, pro libitu injufte rapiebat." 

II. The 
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1 1. The 1 2th, or in ibme editions the nth, of the laws commonly 
afcribed to the Confeflbr, which in anotlier place I have proved to 
be of a more modern date (w), gives this account of Danegeld. 

" De Danegeldo. Danegeldi redditio propter pyratas primitus 
<« flatuta eft. Patriam enim infeftantes vaftationi ejus pro poffe fuo in- 
« fiftebant. Ad eorum quidem infolentiam reprimendam ftatutum eft, 
" Danegeldurti annuatim reddi, fcilicet 1 2 denarios ex unaquaque hida 
" totius patriae, ad conducendos eos qui piratarum irruptioni refiftendo 
" obviarent. De hoc quoque Danegeldo libera et quieta erat omnis 
^< ecclefia, et etiam omnrs terra, quae in propria dominio ecclefiae 
erat, ubicunque jacebat, nihil prorfus in tali redditione perfolvens> 
quia magis in ecclefiae confidebant c^rationibus quam in armorum 
defenfionibus. Et banc libertatem tenuit Anglorum ecclefia ufque 
** ad tempora Willielmi regis junioris, qui de baronibus totius Angliae 
auxilium petiit ad Normanniam retinendam de fratre fuo Roberto, 
Normannorum comite, Jerulalem proficifcente. Conceflum eft ei, 
** non lege ftatutum neque firmatum, fed habuit necefiltatis cauiS 
" ex unaquaque liida 4 folidos, ecclefia non excepta \ quorum dum 
" fieretcoUediojproclamabatfaji^Sa ecclefia, libertatem fuam repofcens, 
" ied nihil profecit (/?)" 

The paflTage before cited of Ingulphus, who was a cotemporary 
author, and in whofe copy of the Confeflfor s laws, as confirmed by 
the Conqueror, this law is not inferted, furnifties an additional 
argument, if any arguments are wanting, againft the authority 
and gcnuinenefs of the law relating to Danegeld. If Edward 
the Confeflbr had for ever abolifhed Danegeld, it could hot have 
been certified to W. the Conqueror, as a tax fubfifling by virtue of a 
law of that king. The truth is, that this law, attributed to the 
Confeflbr, was, as I have obferved on another occafion, an inter- 
polation made as late as the time of Hen. 11. and is therefore of na 
authority with regard to the pf efent inquiry. 



(m) Queftion concerning the Jews, p. 321 33^ 
(;f) Leges Edwardi. Wilkins, p«^ 19& 
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12. It is probable WUl. I. coUofted Danegeld In the iecond year 
of his reign. Simeon of Durham, Knyghton, Brompton, and many 
other of our hiftoriana agree, that, upon his return from Noraiandy, 
in the year 1067, he levied an infupportable tax upon the people, 
" Importabile tributum Anglis indixit." How often he coUeiSted 
Danegeld after this period does not appear, except that A*'. 1084, or 
1086, he encreafed it to fix ihillings per hide, which was three times 
more than it appears to have ever been affefled at before. 

" Anno regis Willielmi 3fviii (A^. 1084) idem Rex de qualibet 
" hida terrae in Anglia fex folidos habuit ct accepit." — — Chron. 
Joh. de Brompton. p. 2351, Hen. de Knyghton, p. 2352. 

Matthew Paris fays it was collected A^ 1083, after the furvey was 
made: ■■ " Deinde [that is after the making the iiirvey] de uno- 
*' quoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius regni fex ibUdos cepit 
" argenti." Edit. Watts, p. 9. 

Matthew of Weftminfter, p. 229. lays the fame, and treats it as 
a larger tax than ufual. — — " Deinde fenior faftus avarior, et de 
" rege tyrannus, de unoquoque aratro, id eft, hyda terrae, totius 
" regni fex iblidos extorfit truculenter." 

The Saxon Chronicle places the colle<9ing this tax in the fame 
year 1083. p. 185. «* Hoc etiam ipfo anno [1083.] poft Natales, 
^* rex permifit exigi magnum tributum ac grave per totam Anglorum, 
^^ terram, id eft, pro unaquaque hida duos et feptuaginta denarios." 

In the Inquifitio Geldi for the five Weftern counties in the Exe- 
ter MS. Danegeld, is throughout computed at fix ftiillings per hyde, 
and wherever it differs, it is only in fmall fi-adtions, owing to the mif- 
takes of the writer or copier, which, by the manner in which they at 
that time exprefled their fums and quantities, they were very liable to. 

In Wiltfliire, in the hundred of Mere (Exeter MS. p. ?88.) the 
Danegeld for 5 1 hydes is 1 5 1. 6 s. 5 1 x 6 = 306 ihillings. 

In Somerfetftiire, p. 237. b. in the manor of Torlberg, three 
hides paid the king 18 s. for this tax. 6x3 = 18. 

I In 
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In Devonftiire, p. 311. a. in Hertiland hundred feven hides paid 
2 1. 2 s. and in Toritone 24 hides are rated at 7 1. 4 s. 

In Dorfctfliire, p. 297. a. in Henoltune hundred 14^ hides paid 
4 1. 7 s. i4fx 6 = 87 (hillings. 

In Cornwall, p. 304, a. in Winnentone hundred fix hides paid 
1 1. 16 s. and in Fanurcone hundred, 304. b. i if hides paid 3 1. 9 s. 
I If X 6 = 69 (hillings. 

13. In the following imperfcdl and unintelligible law of Hen. I. 
Danegeld is fuppofed to be in his reign 1 2 d. per hide* 

" XV. De Danegeldo. Danegildum, quod aliquando ringe 
" manus dabatur. i.SII. denar. de unaque hida per annum: fi ad 
" terminos non reddatur Wyta emendetur." Unlefs you will fuppofe 
<SL miftake in the copy, and that it (hould be ii. xll. denar. twice 
^ 2 d. a method of expreflion not infrequent in ancient MSS. Thus 
in the Exeter MS. quater xx = 80. 

The* reading as it (lands in the text is unfupported by any other 
authority I have been able to meet with, and is trontradided by what 
pa(red in the ninth year of the reign of Hen. I. (A®. 1 1 14.) who, on 
marrying his daughter Maud to the emperor, collected Danegeld 
throughout the kingdom at the rate of three (hillings per hide 
^< Rex itaque cepit ab unaquaque hida Angliae tres folidos." Hen. 
Hunting, p. J79. 

A MS. chronicle in Trinity College, Cantab, cited by Mr. Madox, 
Hiftory of the Exchequer, p- 475- fays. A**. 11 14. "A eel tens fu 

• ■ 

" done Danegeld par mi Engleterre." 

Hen. I. in his thirtieth year, •* in redemptionem peccatonim fuorum," 
promifed, " ut feptem annis Danicum tributum relaxaret." Rad. 
Higden, lib. vii. c. 1 7. 

King Stephen, at his coronation, (A^II35.) faithfully promifed. 
among other things, *^ quod Danegeldum, id eft, ditos falidos ad 
'< hidanri, quos Attecejfores fui fingulis annis accipiebant, in aeternum 
«' condonaret." Roger of Wendovcr, Henry of Huntingdon, and 

D the 
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the other authors, who .mention this, fay he did not keqp his pro^ 
mife. In this they are fupported by the Revenue Rolls of his reign* 

Mr. Madox (Hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 475.) &ys, that, « in 
" the great roll of the fifth year of king Stephen, Danegeld is 
** accompted for in every county, as if it was a fettled yearly revenue > 
" that is, in the like words of form, which were then wont to be 
" ufed in accompting for the ietded yearly revenue. Thus the 
" Danegeld for the firft year (viz. the immediate year accompted 
•* for) was called barely Danegeld, or novum Danegeldum; the 

Danegeld for the next preceding year, praeteritum Danegeldum ; 

the Danegeld for the third preceding year, vetus Danegeldum, etc. 

Mr. Selden in his Mare Claufum, lib. ii. cap. xv. takes notice that 
it appeared by the Exchequer Rolls, that Danegeld had been paid ia 
the reign of Hen. II. and Mr. Madox, by extrads from thofe rolls,, 
hath fince |M"oved it was accompted for in the great rolls of the 
2. 3. 4. 5- 7. zo. and 21. Hen. II. I fhall tranfcribc the two laft of 
tho/c extradls. 

(Xbertus de Brai» r c de xl mards de mifericordia quia prohibuit 
Danegeldun^ dari de dominiis. In thefauro liberavit et quietus eft." 
Mag. Rot. 20. Hen. II. Rot 9- a, Berckfdra. 

Et Heliae oftiario i marcam ad portandas fvioimonitiones de 
I)anegeldo per Angliam per breve regis." IV^g. Rot. 2 1. Hen. IL 
Rot. 3. a Londoniaet Middlefexa. Hift. Excheq. p. 479. n. /. L 

Ralph Hgden in his Pdyckronicon, p. 202. de Legibus legumque 
vocabulis, gives this definition of Ehinegeld, " Danegeld^. id eft, Tail- 
*< lagium datum Danis^ id eft, iii'^. de qualibet bovata terrae.** 

Now as eight bovates were equal to a carucate, and as a carucate 
wa$ generally underftood to be the fame as a hide,, it follows that 
Danegeld was two ftiillings, or 24 pence =: 8 x 3 per hide. 

Hie foregoing authorities I apprehend clearly make out what I 
undertook to prove, that. Danegeld was originally and in its inftitutioa 
a tikx oitwojhillings on every hide;^ - 

Danegeld>. 
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Dah^eld, Heregeld, Hidegekl, Hidage, Carucage, were different 
jEUunes for the fame tax anciently raifed upon land ; in its original It 
was called Danegeld, Heregeld ; afterwards Hidegeld and Hidage ^ 
and lafl of all Carucage and Carnage. 

Camca, Carucata, Aratrum, and Hyda, were at that time coniidered 
as fynonymous, and to exprefs die fame quantity of land. 

A'. 1200. Rex Johannes mutuavit regi Franciae xxx millia 
marcarum, pro quibus coUedtum eft Caruagium in Anglia, fcil. iii s« 
pro quolibet Aratror Reg. prioratus de Dunflaple, p. 47. 

" A^ 1221. Rex Henricus cepit de qualibet carucatu terrae, duos 
^* folid-." Chron. MS. ptioratus de Hickling. 

Sir H. Spelman, in his Gloflary, p-. 127. defines Carucage to be 
•*« Tributi genus, quod fingulisAratris communi regni conjilio imponitur." 

MS. RofFen. fbl. 138. A^ 1224. fi Hen. III. " Hoc anno Domini 
^^ regi pro magnis laboribus fuiset expenfis tam a praelatis quam a laicis 
^< concefTum eft per totam Angliam Carucagium^ de qualibet £:iL 
*' Cornea duo fblidi." 

Mr. Madox, in his hiftory of the Exchequer, p. 502. 503. hath 
tranfcribed feveral entries from die accompts in the revenue rolls of 
perfbns, who, in the 10, 14, and 19 Hen. III. accounted for the ar- 
rears oi Carucage ; he is of opinion it was a tax of fb much for each 
came of land, holden by bafe or inferior tenure onfyy in which poffibly 
he is miflaken j he admits he found very little about it in the revenue 
rolls. 

n. 

By Terra, in Domefday book, and other records relative to 
this matter, is always underftood arable land, in contradiftindtion 
to pafhire, meadow, wood, etc. which, although defcribed in the 
furvey, their contents are not therein expreflcd in hides, but in acres, 
leucae, quadragenarii, etc. which were not charged vnth this tax, or 
iconiidered as part of the geldable or arable land. 

D 2 Thus 
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Thus in the Exeter MS. produced by the Dean of Exeter to 
the Sodety, after mentioning the number of hides of arable land, 
and the amount of Danegeld paid for it, the Survey defcribes the 
reft of the lands after this manner : 

" iiii quadragenar' nemoris in longitudine, et ii quadragcnar* in 
** latitudine — xl agros prati et ii quadragenarias pafcuae." 

Cities and towns which had no arable lands, paid Panegeld in 
proportion to a certain number of hides. Thus Exeter paid quantum 
V hidae terrae : Saliflbury gelded for fifty hides, etc. 

III. 

Danegeld was not, as has been imagined, a partial tax on a part 
only of the arable lands of the kingdom, biit was univerfal and ex- 
tended over the whole. 

Mr. Roger Gale, a late learned member, and great ornament of 
this Society, in the appendix to his Regiftrum honoris de Richmond, 
. IS of opinion that the Domefday ftirvey, and confequently the account 
of the perfbns paying Danegeld, was confined to the lands offucb as 
held immediately of the kingy and of the church. — -— How he has made 
out a propofition, which he admits to be contrary to the uniform 
voice of almoft every ancient writer, may probably be the fubjedl of a 
future inquiry. 

" Obfervabimus primo quod clarc conftet, reclamante licet grege 

" monachorum noftrorum, vel ex ipfo Libro Cenfuali, omnes terras 

" Angliae in eo nequaquam fuiflc defcriptas. ■ Infinita pene vil- 

" larum antiquarum nomina in ea omifla. Quidni igitur ex eo 

•* hoc fadum fit, qnod foli tenentes de rege^ et de ecclefia (quae etiam 

de rege tcnebat) eo in Cenfu defcriberentur, terrae autem quae 

Anglis remanfcrunt, iis fcilicct qui nonfuerunt in confiUo et auxilio 

contra Willielmum regem^ neutiquam ad Examen revocatae fint ? ** 

Mr. Gale concludes with ia3dng " Contra opinionem perfecula 

^^Jiabilitam imus, fed veritati litamur, librum ipfum et equos judices 

^* appcUamus." Append. Regift. Honoris de Richmond, p. 227. 

The 
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The inftances in the Conqueror's furvey, which mention, that in 
fome few eftates the number of hides were not known, and that they 
never paid this tax, were probably owing to thofe lands not having 
been turned up into tillage until after the time of king Ethelred. 
But, in general, the number of hides belonging to the crown, the 
king and queen, and their tenants, were enumerated as well as thofe 
of the fubjedt. The Dialogus de Scaccario, c. viiL p. 23. fays, 
" Cognita fumma, quae de comitatu requiritur, ab his qui in comitatu 
" fundos habent, per hydas diftribuitur." 

The demefne lands, which belonged to the king and queen, and 
thofe in the hands of their immediate tenants and fermors, although 
aifeifed, did not pay this tax. The reafon of which is obvious: it 
would be paying with one hand what they were to receive with the 
other. 

The eftates of many other perfbns were originally, or in a courfe 
of years, exempted from paying it. The demejhe lands of church- 
men and religious houfes were excufed from it in confequence, 
either of the eleemofinary grants by which they held their lands 
from the crown, which were ufually granted — — " libera ab 
omnibus fecularibus fervitiis et fifeali tributo, exceptis expeditione, 
arcis pontifve extrudtione." — — or " adeo libera in omnibus ficut 
"rex habuit in liia propria manu ^ or " adeo libera in omnibus 
" ficut mea propria Dominica terra ■ ■ or " quieta de Geldis, 
" Danegeldiset Hydagiis" or the like {o)-, or they might be 

intitled to this exemption by virtue of feme general grant antecedent 
to the commencement of this tax, fuch as the grant made A"". 694, 
by Withredus Rex Cantiae, and renewed afterwards in a great 
council by Ethelbalus Rex Merciorumy in the following words, — • 
Igitur ex hac die et deinceps concedimus et donamus, etc. ecclefiis 
regni noftri liberas efle perpetua libertate ab omnibus fecularibus 
" fervitiis, ab omni debito vel pulfione regalium tributorum, ut pollint 
" pro nobis Deo omnipotenti hoftias dighas offerre, noftraque peccata 
" abluere immaculatis muneribus (^)." 

{0) Dugd. Monafticon. vol, i. p. 44* 196, etc. 
{p) Tbornc Chron. X. Scriptorcs, p. 2208. 

It 
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A SHORT ACCOUl^T 



It af^ars by the law relating to Danegeld, interpolated amo&g 
thofe of Edward the Confeflbr, about the reign of Hen. 11. that the 
Clergy dien claimed their being exempt from this tax as an original 
right. This exemption only extended to their demefne lands^ their 
other eftates being charged with it. 

Sir H. Spelman, in his Codex Legum Veterum, p. 304. hath 
Viferted the foUowmg writ for exempting the bifliop of Worcefter 
from Danegeld. 

^* Breve Regis Hen. I. de non faciendo Epifcopum Wigom, 
*^ geldare. 
<« Henricus Rex Anglorum Waltero de Bello Campo ct coUeftoribus 
♦< Werecefthefcire, Salutem. Precipio vobis ne amodo faciatis 
" Epifcopum Wigorniae geldare, etc. Tefte. Ep. Sarum apud 
« Winton." 

This writ is impcrfedly fet forth by Sir H. Spelman; it is copied at 
large in Heming. Cartular. voL i. p. 298. " Henricus reX Anglic 
« Waltero de Bello Campo et coH. Wireceftrelire ialutem. Precipio 
" vobis ne amodo facietis epifcopum Wigomie Geldare de terra fua 
<* de Wireceftrefira nifi pro ccc ctquater xx et vii hidis et dimidia, 
<< T. cpifcopo Sar. apud Wintoniam." 

The demefne lands of the great lords and barons, and others, 
who held by military fervice, were in like manner exempted from 
the paying Danegeld. 

The reafbn of this exemption feems to be, that it was unreafon- 
^ble that thofe, whofe perfons were by tenure imployed to ferve iri 
the wars, (hould be doubly charged by paying for their lands to the 
feme fervice. 

Hen. I. in his Magna Charta, c. 2. which, as to this point, was 
only a renewal of what appears to have been the law and pradice in 
the time of Will. I. ccmfirms this opinion. « Militibus qui per 
« loricas terras fuas deferviunt, terras Dominicarum Carucarum fua- 
" rum .quictas ab omnibus geldis ct ab omni opere proprio dono 
^< meo concedo, ut, iicut benignitas xnea propcnfior dd in eis, iu 

4 
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" mihi fidclcs fintj ut ficut tam magni gravamine allevati funt, ita 
♦« cquis ct armis fe bene inftfuant ; ut apti et parad fint ad fcrvicium 
*« meum, ct ad dcfenfionem regni mei (y)." 

In fomc inftances lands were exempted from paying this tax by 
the king's particular order. " Habet abbas de Eovefham v hidas 
" apud Haurtun Geldentes et x funt quiete dc geldo per brevem 
*• regis." Heming. Cartular. p. 315. 

The barons of the Exchequer, (herifi^ of counties, and the afleflbrs 
and colle6tors of the tax, were alfo exempted from paying Danegeld 
for their demefiic lands, or at leaft for a part thereof. 

A few extracts from the Exeter MS. will ftirther explain what is 
advanced in this fedlion. 

" Dorfeta. In hundredo Etheminftre funt xlvii hide et tantum 
*^ terrae habet ibi Sari{berienfis Ep"'s quantum poffint arare vi car- 
«< rucae. Inde habent barones in Dnfo vi hid. et i virgam et vi car. 
" Inde h't Ep^s vi Car. et Rogerus Arundellus iii hid. et i virg. et 
" Briftuinus Prepofitus iii hidas. Et de xl hidis i virg. minus, habet 
** Rex xii libras, xviii denarios, et i obol. (r) minus. Et de dimidia hida 
" q tenet Urfo de Arnulfo de Hefdine nunquam huit Rex. W. 
" Gildum. Et de dimidia hida q tenet Dedemanus de Comite de 
" Moritonio non hu it Rex Gildum hoc anno. Sed xii folide prae- 
** fcriptorum q" deberent eflc redditi ad primum terminum non funt 
*• redditi ufque ad pofbremum. Exeter MS. p. 294. a. 

In Somerfetfcira. In hundreto Cumgrefbie funt xix hide. 
Inde habet Rex de gildo fiio xiii folidos et vi denarios pro ii hidis^ 
•« et i virga. Et Rex et barones fui habent in fuo dominicatu v 
•* hidas et i virgam. De his habet Rex iii hidas et dimidiam in 
** dominio. Et Ordricus iii virgas et Ordulfus dimidiam hide. Et 
^< Alunardus dimidia hida et pro xi hidis, quas tenent villani Regis 
*• de Cumgrefbie, non habet Rex gildum. Et pro dimidia hida,^^ 
«• quam tenent villani de ecclefia Cumgrefbienfi, non habet Rex 
•* gildum. Lxix folid. reftant de hoc hundredo ad perfolvendum*'^* 
p. 4* ^« 

(7)Wakin8,p. 234. • 

(r) The words €t i A^h ibould be rejeSed.. 
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In the Inquifitlo Geldi for Devenefcira. " Et pro i hida q 
<* clamant Fegadri fe debere habere per confuetudinem non habuk^ 

Rex gildum fuum. In hundreto de Tantone Et pro i hida 

-q'^tenent et clamant Himdremanni per fuam confuetudinem non 
«' habuit Rex gildum fiium." Exeter MS. 315. a. There are the 
like cuftomary allowances of one hide to the Fegadri in moft of tl|p 
hundreds. 

By means of thefe feveral exemptions the produce of this tax was 
in the time of the Conqueror greatly diminifhed. 

In Somerfetfhire out of 1 1 3 hides of land in Witeftane hundred, 
p. I . a. Danegeld was anfwered to the crown for no more than 50 
hides. ■ ■ Out of 1 04 hides in Camefliam hundred, p. i . b. for 

only 50 hides. In Devonfhire out of 25 hides, in the hundred 

of Plintone, p. 316. a. it was paid only for 9 hides i virgate. ■ 
In Dorfetfliire out of 34I hides in Pimpire hundred, p. 299. a. it 

was aniwcred" only for 13 hides. In Wiltihire out of 52 hides 

in Stapla hundred, p. 276. a. it was paid only for 14 hides and half 
a virgate. And in Cornwall out of 44 hides in Pantone hundred, 
Danegeld was anfwered for only 8 hides, p. 305. a. 

The rectifying this abufe, and the additional hidage that might 
reafonably be expedted from the improvements and increafe of arable 
lands fubfcquent to the year 10 13, were probably further reafons 
.with William the Conqueror for making his furvey. 

IV. 

Sir Heniy Spelroan, in hisGloflary, p. 177. et 291. and in other 
places, fays, ^* Mifit ^utem rex Gulielmus, ut authori mihi funt Annales 
«c Waverlienfes MS. A^ .1083. regni 16. ^/V^«^^ jufHtiarios fuos per 
« unamquamque Scyram, id ef^, provinciam, Angliae, et inquirere fecit 
^* .per ju^urandum quot hid^e, Jd efl, jugera uni aratro fufficientia 
*< per anpuQi effent in unaquaque villa, etc." 

In the Annals of Waverley, as publifhed by Dr. Gale, in the 

Scriptores Angl. vol. ii. p. 133. the number of die juflices or com- 

.miflioners is not inferted. It is probjible however the commiffioncrs 

or 
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or jujflices, that fuperintended this fervice in each county, was n6t 
leis than the number mentioned by Sir Henry Spelman. 

The Liber Wigornienfis hath preferved the names of four of the 
perlbns, who adled as commiflioners on this occafion in the county .of 
Worcefter, and fome other counties ; they were ftyled Barones Regis, 
§ad ibmetimes Principes Regis. 

Hemingi Cartular. vol. i. p. 288. In treating of the hundred called 
Ofwaldes Lau, belonging to the bifhop of Worcefter, its cuftoms 
and privileges adds, that the . truth of the account there given, 
•* Teftimonium totius comitatus Wireceaftre, dato facramento juris 
** jurandi, firmavit — — - tempore regis Willielmi fenioris, coram 
** principibus ejufdem regis ^ Remigio fcilicet Lincolnienfi epifcopo, et 
** comite Waltero Giffardo, et Henrico de Fereris, et Adam fratre 
Eudonis dapiferi regis, qui ad inquirendas et defcribendas pofTeftiones 
et confuetudines tam regis quam principum fuorum, in hac pro- 
vincia et in pluribus aliis, ab ipfo rege deftinati funt, eo tempore 
•* quo Angliam idem rex deicribi fecit.*' 

In the feme book, p. y^. An agreement made between the bifhop 
of Worcefter, and die abbot of Evefliam, is attefted by « Remigio 
" epifcopo et Henrico de Fereris, et Waltero Gifiardo, et Adam, regis 

principibus, qui venerant qd inquirendas terras comitatus. 
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V. 

The jury, from whole inquifitions Dome{3ay«-book was formed, 
were impanelled and fwom for each hundred feparately. The 
extracting and clafting the fubftance of their returns under the 
general heads of Terra Regis, and of this or that religious houfe, or 
'great lord, or landholder, veas a iiibfequent work, colled^d out of 
the Returns after they were tranftnitted. 

Sir H. Spelman was of opinion that theie Inquifitions, or, as he 
calls them, Comitatuum enarrationes^ were all loft (rj. I have 
nevertheless the fadsiadion to inform the Society^ that this is not 

{r) Codex l^gum Vetenun, p* 292. 

E fo: 
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&>: and that, in fearchihg for the Libdr Elienfis, I hwrc had the 
good fortune . to difcovcr m the Cotton Library, a MS. copy of 
the Inquifition of the jury, containing their iurvey for mo& of the 
hundreds in Cambridgeihirc, This MS. is written on vellum in 
double columns, and on both fides of the page. It is bound up- 
widi the Liber Elienfis, mentioned by Mr. Selden, in his pre&cg 
to Eadmerus, and begins at p. 76. a. and ends at p. 1 13. b. It is 
written in a very fair but ancient character, not coeval with the 
Survey, but of about the time of Hen. 11. It was given by Mn 
Arthur Agard to Sir Robert Cotton, and is marked, Tiberius A* 
vi. 4. Your Lordihip and the Society win be of opinion *flris is a 
difcovery of importance, and what had efcaped the obfervadon of 
Sir H. Spelnian, Mr. Selden, and our other Antiquarians. 

A part of this valuable moriel of antiquity k already tranicribed,* 
and, in a iew weeks, I hope to be able to communicate the whole 
c^ it to the Society. 

In the mean time, jrour Lordihip will not be di^teafed with the 
ibllowing ^>eckiien, being a copy of this inquijGtioix,. fo &r as it 
relates to the msoior of Wimple, the ^afte of an illuibious mem* 
ber of dite Society, the prefent Locd Hig^ Chanoellor of Great 
Britain* 

«* In hundrcto dc Werleia — Wincpola pro quatuor hidis fe 
*^ defendit tempore regis Edward! et moda Et de his quatuor hidis ^ 
^ tenet comes Alanus duM hidas et diimdiam et dimidiam virgam^ 
^* Tribus ^ eft fti terra. Una £ et due hide ia donainio^ et dimidia d 
<< pobeft fieri ^ una € et dimidia villanis. Duo viUaiu,. unus bordorius de 
'< quindecim acris, fex cotarii pratum dimid. Car , <iuo fervid centum 
*^ ovee. Inter totom valet ieptem libras, et quum recepit fex libras» 
** tempore Regis Edwardi, o^ libras* Hanc feerram tenuit Ediva. 
«< pulchra. Et ^ his quatuor hidis tenet Humfiidus Danflevilla 
<* de Eudone Dapifer imam ludam et unam virgam et dimidiam^ 
" duabus caracis ibi cA terra. Ambae carucae iii dominio. Unus 
<< villanus, unus fervus pratum unius Car , filva ad fepes reficiendas,. 
«< centum oves, fex porci, duo rundni^ quatuor aiimi inter totum valet 

<< centumi 
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^' centum iblidos^ et quum rec^it centum iblidos, tempore regis 
^' Edwardi> centum et decern folidos. Hanc terram tenuit Comes 
<^ Gurd." Cotton MS. Tiberius A. vi. 4, p. 109. b. col. 2. 

This parage fiiom the Cotton MS. efbbllfhes a faft^ in which Anti- 
quarians have not been agreed, i. e. how many virges made a hide; 
iince, if two hides and a half and half a virge, and one hide and a 
virge and a half were equal to four hides, as it appears by this 
Inquifidon they were, it follows, that two virges made half a hide, 
and con&quently that four virges were, at the time of the Conqueror's 
furvey> * equal to a hide of arable land {s). 

The new lights this and the Exeter MS. will dirow upon DomeP- 
day-book, and upon each other, and the great u& they will be 
of in afcertaining the precife and exz£t quanti^ of many of the 
ancient meadires of land, kidierto efioemed incapable of being re- 
iluced to any degree of certainty, I (hail referve for a fiiture paper I 
intend to have the honor to fubmit to the Society* 

Great Queen-ftrect, 
2 March, 1 756. 

(1) The like coodufioa may be drawn from the ExtraSs^ p« 23. from die 
£xeter MS. 
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SECT. 3. p. 5. Holingfhedy in his Chronicle, vol. i. p. 239. 
A^ 991. {peeking of the firil tribute of 10,000 1. psdd to the 
Danes, fays, " This money was called Danegylt, or Dane money, 
" and was levyed of the people. Although others take that to Bob 
" Danegylte, whiche was gyuen unto fuche Danes as king Egelred 
•* afterwardes rete3med in his feruice to defcnde the landb from other 
'* Danes and enimyes that (ought to inuade his dbminions.^^ 

Dr. Brady, in his Treatife of Boroughs, appendix, page 8. de- 
icribes Danegeld to be *< a fax^ or money paid, and impofed^ and 
*< levied for defence of the naticmr againft. the Danes^ or rather an 
" annual tribute paid to them, that they might abjiain from rapine^ 
" burnings zxAJlaughter!^ See alio his hiftory of England, fol. 123. 

Mr. Echard, in his hiftory of England, book i. c. iv. p. 99. A*. 
10 12. fays, <^ It appears from the Saxm laws^ that befides the pay- 
" ment of 48,0001. it was this year refblved that a yearly payment 
<< fhould be made called Danegeldy that is, twelve pence upon every 
^ hide of land in the nation, for the fubiiftance of thofe^ who were 
<< to hinddir^ the irruptions of the Danes and other pirates ; which tax 
«< continued for about thirty eight years, till it was remitted by 
« Edward the Confeffor. So that there was two forts of Danegeld ; 
" the former thofe five occafional fums formerly recited ; the latter 
«< that continued tax laft mentioned. But both forts alike contributed 
« to the ends for which they were paid." 

The Saxon law alluded to by Mr. Echard, is the law De Dane-^ 
geldo, mentioned page 15. to be interpolated in the time of Hen. II» 
among thofe aforibed to Edward the Confeflbr. 

Scft. 5. p» 8. Among the Anglo-Saxon laws of Ethelred, pub- 
li(hed by Lambard in his Archaionomia, there is a treaty fuppofed to 

have 
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have been made by Ethelred with the Daniih army commanded by 
Anlaf, Juftin, and Guthmund, the three Danifh generals who in- 
vaded England, A^ 991. The tribute of 22,000!. agreed to be. 
paid to the Danes by this treaty is not reconcileable to what paiTed at 
that period. 

But if the treaty, printed by Mr. Lambard, be confidered not as 
that, made in 991. but as a renewal in 1012. of what Ethelred pof- 
fibly promifed in 991. but had not performed before 1012. it will 
account for tbc different conunencements our hiftorians give to the 
tax in queftion. 

Several exprefGons in the treaty feem to countenance this opinion. 

•« Foedus, quod olim Ethelredus rex cum exercitu A«Iavi, Juffinii 
^^ et Guthmundi Stegeti filii ex fapientum fuorum confilio feriit. 

" I. Imprimis, mundanae pads foedus Ethelredo regi ac omni 
<< populo cum exercitu illo, cui pecuniam rex erogavit, (labile ratum- 
*« queefto, adformulam pa£lionis a Sigericio archiepifcopo, Aethel- 
" vardo, et Aelfiico, fenatoribus ^dtae, cum prtmo impetrarunt a rege 
« ut ilU terrae portiunculae,. quant, fub ^ogubemabanty,^zczvn eis pretio 
« conciliare Uceret. Siquis igitur pofthac navalis apparatus in Angliam 
«* praedam feceriu hie nobis auxilium ferat exercitus^ nofque ei 
^« (quamdiu in fide manlerit) quae ad commeatum fuppeditent para- 
^ bimus omnia : atque ii cum iis qui in Anglia fuerint praedati pacem 
^y ^ fecerit, extent natio aliqua nobis atque exercitui cum ea inimicitiae 

« intercedunto." 

« 8. « Daris quidem exercitui auri et argenti viginti duobus 

" minibus pondo, paceni Angli impetrarunt/' 

The reference to the formula of the peace made by the archbifhop^ 
Aethelwald, and Aelfric [which was concluded A**. 99i,]Jfeems to 
imply that this treaty was vctaAt fubfequmt to that time. 'The firft 
article be^s with a renewal of peace between the Danes and the 

£ngli(h. It fpeaks of die tnmfadiion [which happened in 991 .] 

as a thing pafled, the terms of which, Ethelred efteemed {o very 
diihonourable, that he recites it not as a treaty he had entered into 

bimfelf^^ 
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bimfelfy but as a licence granted by him to the archbUhop and the 
other two lords, to make peace with the Danes for prote<5ting their 
Cfwn particular efiates. ■ ■ ** Ad formulam padionis a Sigerkia 

« archicpifcopo, Aethelwardo ct Aelfrico fa€ta, cum primo impe« 
" trarunt a rege, ut tlli tcrrae portiunculae, quahi fub co gubema- 
" bant, pacem m pretio conciliare liceret*' 

Ethelred, by the words of this part of die treaty, intended pro- 
bably to have it underftood, that Siricus zxA his coUegues n^e the 
treaty of 991. except as to what concerned their qfon particular 

eftates, 'without bis authority : The next expreffion, " quamdiu 

<' in iide manferit,'' •*-— appears to allude to the Danes breach cf 
treaties fubfequent to the year 991. 

The Latin tranflations of this treaty, in Brompton and Wilkins, 
differ materially in fcvcral particulars from each other, and from that 
publiflied by Lambard. By comparing them together, and with the 
Saxon original, the Society will determine whether my conjedures 
are well founded or not. 

Ihf j-ynto 'Sa pju)? m^l. "^ ^a jroppopb %t £]>eljt6b Eyaj* 
^ ealle hij- jnran pi^ ^one hc|ie ;^e&on habbaj?. 15e Anlaj:. ^ 
Juftm. T Dufmunb Srcjeran funu mit) pxjion:* 

I. D«r flepoft;.'^ popult) jcju'Bfran&e betrpeoxciEJjelpebeEynmj, 
^ eallum hif Ico&j-cipe. ^ callum ««m hepe ^e f e Eynj ^ jreoh 
ycatee. xjitep "Saem f opmalan ^eSi jejucApcebifCop. "J iE))cIpcapb 
Galftopman. ^ iElppic Gateopman pophton. ^a hi abaetoon ar Jwem 
Cyn jc ^ hy mop;on =8am teppan jcpy> ^cbic jcan. ^ hi onbcp 
£ynjer hant> oj:cp h«j*on:. ^ pp aenij fciphcpe onen^lalanbe 
hcppe, ^ pe h«bban heopa ealpa pilrum. ^ pc him j-culon mere 
finban. ^hpilc ^e hy mit> uf t«o]j:- Anb »lc ^aepa lanba 'Be 
sBnipic ppi>ise '8«pa'5e en^lalanb hep;5ic. beo hit orlah pi> up 
^ pi) calne hepe:- 

8. Tpa T rpcnn;5 •'Burcnb punba ^olbcj- . ^ fcoljrpef • 

mon ^pcalbc ^*m hcpc op finjlidanbe pilS ppijc:- Wilkins, 
p. 104, 105. 

^ Bromptons 
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Bibmpton's tranflation. ^^ Haec funt verba pads et praelocutiones, 
« quas Ethelredus rex et omnes fapientes ejus cum exercitu firmave- 
<< runt, qui cum Analavo, et Juftino, et Gudaermundo Stegiani filio 
" venit. 

I. Hoc imprimis, at pax mundi ikt inter Ethelredum regem et 
omnempopulum ejus, et omnem ^cercitum cui rex pecuniam fuam 
dedit, poft elocutiones quas Sigericus Archiepifcopus et Ethelredus 
Aldermamius, et Ealfricus Aidermannus fecerunt, poftquam im- 
petraverunta rege quod poffent illis portiunculae pacem emere quam 
fub manu regis " femper habebant. Si navalis exercitus Angliam 
^* infeftet, ut habeamus eorum omne auxilium, et miniftrabimus eis 
*' vi£him quamdiu nobifcum erunt. Et omnis terra quae aliquem 
*^ eorum manuteneat qui Angliam inquietant, fit exlex apud nos et 
" omnem exerdtum/* 

" 8. — Viginti millia librarum auri et argenti data jEuerunt ex- 
" erdtui de Jngliu pro pace {ay\ 

Dr. Wilkins's tranllation. " Hoc eft foedus et paiStum, quod 
" Aethelredus rex et Saprcntes cum exercitu illo fecerunt, qui cura^. 
« Anlavo et Juftino et Guthmundo Stegetani filio erant. 

« I. Primum, utmundana pax confiftat inter Aedielredum regem^ 
<< et omnem ^us populum, ^t exerdtum ilium omnem cui rex 
<< pecuniam dedit pdft poiftionea quas Sigericus ardiiepiicopus et 
*< Aethelweardus et Aelfncus ienatores fecerant, cum impetrarent a 
« rege, ut pofient pacem emere illi parti terrae, quam fiib regis im- 
** perio gubcrnabanL Et fi quis navalis exerdtus Angliam*infeftaret, 
^* ut habeamus ecximi omnium auxilium, et nos d debeamus alimenta 
<< pai^e quamdiu nobifcum eiL Et quaelibet regio, quae pacem 

aliquam feriat cum lis qui Angliam infeftant, fit exlex apud nos et 

apud totum exerdtum. 

^' 8. — .— • XXII millia librarum auri et argenti data fimt exercttui 
•* Anglico pro pace {by 
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(tf) BromptoD, iftdtr Decern Scriptoret, vol. i. p. 899. 
{h) Wilkins Leget An^« Saxon,, p. 104. 
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Each of theie three tranflations appear to be inOMred; in muiy 
particulars. 

Seft. 9. and 10. p. 14. Peter Langtoft, A^ 1013. p. 44. dins 
deicribes the diftrefles occafioned by this tax. 

li^oto comesi duane eft a^eytt ioftft CHfif malffotty 
>e lonn {efQ to taUage fo myitelle nn ifk a totm, 
)>at nof>et crie no tiaron of ane ]>ec ^ritage 
^y0l)t not lyue ]>et on, to g^>er taUase* 

And page 54. 

1i)atlieiutQttt Uti ^mt >e lonn In OtOft ttettfoaffe, 
>at no^Jtcjetle ito batone myg^ lyue fot tattase^ 

Peter Langtoft, in his Chronicle, p. sy. fays, this tax wa»-abolifhed 
by Edward the Confeilbr, in coniequence of a treaty made between 
him and the king of Denmark. 

Cft 0uane, >e Dane0 iiynfif, W lonti nfti unnetfonffr, 

<f eft untitle ^titoatu duane fent ageyn, 

f pratet trfm bftueic >am }t pe0 toec cetteym 

cSQioatti ^im gcanteti. opon Mk a fof &, 

)>at neuet >e Dangfloe foe ne non of l^te, 

"Sttm lie d^alengeo foe man of Diinetf lonti, 

( i&tiane, ftynff of Danmaeit ^ to ^at conant M tontu 

>tt0 fDa0 ]>e pe0 seanteti loitft fin^fte on bo>e lioe0, 

9 >e Dane0 eflde fot^y tten, >at nettet eft UtSXKH^ 

Scd. 13. p. 19. Reg* prioratus dc Dunftaplc, p, 97. AM 220. 
'«< Eodem anno menfe Septembri pofitum eft Caruagium per totum 
<' regnum ad opus donuni regis. A quo archiepifcopi et epifcopi, et 
" onmes derici, et omnes viri religiofi et eonm rts/iici qtdeti Jwrunt. 
^ Veramtamen epifcopi per fuas dioceies collegerunt auxilium ad 
<< opus domini regis ab abbatibus et prioribus, per liberam voluntatem 
<^ eorum: et tunc domus de Dunftaple fblvit tres marcas/* 

Eodem anno [1224.] p. 145. ^< Rex obfedit Bedfbrdiam, in cujus 
<< auxilium venit Cantuarienfis archiq>ifcopus cum q>i(copis et abbad- 
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" bus fufFragancis : et infuper concefferunt ei caruagium, icilicet 
" dimidiam marcam de iingulJs carucis dominicis-, et duos foHdos de 
" iingulis carucis tenentium fuorum ; et duos operarios de fingulls 
" hydis ad machinas cxercendas. Sed, ne hoc traheretur alias in 
** fervitutem, dominus rex fecit eis cartas de futuri teraporis immu- 
" nitate." Vide Rot. Pat. 8 Hen. III. Auxilium regi conccffum per 
clcrum Anglic contra Fulk de Brcaunt inimicum ilium, qui Caftrum 
de Bedford contra regem muniri fecit, m, 3. 
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ERRATA and ADDENDA. 

♦ • 

T) A G E I . the laft line but 3 . dqle Gale, and infert jigard. 

I. Mr. Arthur Agard, from an entry in the book of I>unftaple{^7), 
fuppofes the number of hides to be much lefs, than what Mr. Tate, 
Sir Henry Spelman, and Mr. Camden mention. The numbers in 
the book of Dunftaple are not to be relied upon. To mention 
one only of many reafons that occur in fupport of that opinion, 
they ftate the number of hides in the whole divifion of Danelaga^ 
.which comprehends eighteen of the 32 fhires^ to be only 3200, 
which muft be greatly too low. The author, however, thought it 
unneceflary to enter further, than he had done, into that fubjed: at 
prefent ; as from the perufal of the Domefday record, the exadt 
number of hides may with precifion be afcertained. 

2. An additional evidence that the Jirji payments to the Danes 
were only occajional^ and not annualy or raiied by the annual land- 
tax properly called Danegeld on the fubjed:, may be colleded from 
a charter of Ethelred to the abbey of St. Alban's, dated A^ 1006. 
printed in the additions to Matth. Paris, p. 242. which mentions 
that Ethelred borrowed 200 1. of abbot Leofric, on a mortgage of 
lands towards railing money *to pay the Danes [" Quando illud grave 
" ve6tigal Danis exfolvebamus."] Ingulphus, p. ^^. and other 
writers have paflages of the like tendency. 

3. Mr. Prynn, and Mr. Lambard, have adopted the miftake, that 
thefe firft payments "wtvtjiated and annual. 

Mr. Prynn, in his Vindication, Vol. i. p. 292. lays, " Ethelred 
purchafed his peace with the Danes, by an annual tribute of 
Danegeld, augmented by degrees, from 10^000 to 48,000!. a- 
year, and that by the ill counfel of Siricus." 

( a ) Hearne's CoUcaion of Curious Difcourfcs, p. 72. and Append* R-cgjft. 
Honoris de Richmond, p. 9. 
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It appears from Steph. Birchington's lift of the archbiihops of 
Canterbury, publiflied in Wharton, Angha Sacra, Vol. i. p. 4. that 
Siricus, from this tranfaftion, obtained the furname oiDanegeld. 

Mr. Lambard, in his Perambulation of Kent, p. 135. varies in 
the account, but as to this point is as much miftaken as Mr. Prynn. 
He fays, " Etfieired charged his poopie with importabk tributes ; 
*' that he firft gave the Danes, at fiveicveral paycs, 1 13,000 1. and 
<^ afterwards promifcd them 48,000 1, yearfy:' And p- 43 1. he fays, 
" The Danes received, bcfidcs daily vidua!, 48,000!. in ready coin, 
" of the fobjeds of this rcabn, while their king Swcin lived ; and 
<< 21,000 1. after his death, under his ion Caiuitus*" 

4. Leiand, in his CoUedanea, Vol. i. hath two paflages which 

have conduced to propagate this miftakc, p. 260. « Siricus 

" archiejrifcopus Cantuar. qui Dunftano fucccfiit, atitor foit ut vcftigat 
*' annuum decern mil. iibrarum Danis pcnderetur." 

P. II. " Tributum, quod Angli Danis amuatim dabanl, 

" audum ad feptuaginta duo millia Iibrarum, et co amplius, per 
" annum (^), ct fine hoc quod de Londonia dabatur, undecim millia 
*^ Iibrarum. Tunc qui habueraiH ad tantum tributum iblvendum^ da<- 
^ bant. Qui non habuerunt, terras ct poflefliones et alias res irrecupe- 
'* rabSiter perdidoimt. Unde fadum eft ut Ecclefia de Burch, et 
^* aliae multae, muka perdiderint.'' 

Page 29. of the Addenda, dek the word Anlaf^ and the word 
three. 

5. The title of the treaty, mentioned in the Addenda^ p. 29. 
appears to be inift:aken, and affords a ftirther objedion agatnft the 
treaty itfelf. The army of Danes that made the defcent in 991. 
when this treaty is fuppofed to be ccmckxied, by Aa advice of 
Siricus, Ethelward, and AlfHc, was commanded by Juftin and 
'Guthmund, two Daniih generals ; and net by Anli^^ who was king 
of Norway. Anlaf's ddcem was not till A*. 993. and 994. as the 

{b) Vide Hugonis Candidi Coenobti Bufgenfis Fliftoria, p. 41. from whence 
^Leiand tranfcribed this paiTage. 
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Saxon Qironicle, and all our hiflorians agree. This fad: is not 
rcconcilcable with the treaty, which is fuppofed to be made witli 
an anmy conunanded jointly by Anlaf, JuAin, and Guthmund. 

6. The Saxon Chronicle is miftaken with refped: to this period 
** A^ 991. p. 126. (without naming Jufldn or Gutlimund, or faying 
*< who commanded the Daniih army) hoc anno devaftabatur Gip- 
** piwic, et brevi poftea fuit Brihtnodius dux interfedus apud Mael- 

** dune." A^. 993. p. 127. " Hoc anno venit Unlafus cum xciii 

^^ navibus ad Stane —^ inde ad Maeldune, ubi adverfum eos venit 
^* Byrthnothus dux cum fuis copiis, cumque iis depugnabat ; verum 
*^ ducem iftum ibi interfeccrunt, et loco ilragis donunati iunt, 
^' paxque cum iis fada eft, ac cmn pofbea rex in con(ecratione 
*' fufccpit, etc/' 

It is not pretended that there were two battles fought at Mael- 
dune, one in 991. the other in 993. or diat the Brihtnothus men- 
tioned A^. 991. and the Byrthnothus mentioned A°. 997. are not 
the fame perfon. It appears, therefore, difficult to account how a 
perfoii killed in 991. could fight and be killed again in 993. 

g. Alured of Beverley, in his Annals, defcribes the unhappy 
Ikuation England was in during the reign of king Ethelred in the 
following words : 

" Quo regnante [Agelredo] tocius Angliae ftatus quam variabilis 
" tam miferabilis extitit, Siquidem Dani^ Norwegenfes, atque aliae 
cxterae naciones, qui ^ tempore glorioli regis Adeliiani, ufque ad 
tempus iftius Agelredi per annos circiter l. ab Anglia abftinuerant, 
regnante eo reverfi, totam fere Angliam in defolacionem adduxerunt. 
'^* Adverfiis quos quociens rex Agelredus dimicaturus erat, tociens 
" Angli aut ducum fuorum, qui ex patemo genere Dani erant, dolis 
•** circumvent!, aut aliquo infortunio impediti, hoftibus vidoriam 
** dederunt. Unde rex Agelredus quos ferro nequibat, eos argento 
repellere temptavit. Coniilio enim Sirici Doroborenfis archiepifcopi, 
et ducum Angliae, ut ^ rapinis, cremacionibus, et hominum caedibus 
« abftinerent, rex Agelredus cum Danis tributa xcdAtnAo foedera pacts 
-** iniit. Sed jpfi Danica perfidia pejora prioribus addentes, condicimes 

" pacts 
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38 ADDEND A. 

" pacts fcmper praevaricati funt. Primo tributum x millium libranim 
** perfolutum eft. Secundo xvi millium librarum. ni. xxiiii mii- 
" lium librarum. iiir. xxxvi millium libranim. quintoxLviii mil- 
" lium librarum. Summa centum xxxiiii millium librarum. Et 
" cum tanta pecunia eflet perfoluta, Dani aliquantifpcr quiefcentes 
" ftimulante avaricia rurfus ad regni vaftacionem reverfi funt. Jam 
" vero per omnes provincias agris vaftatis, villis praedatis, civitatibus 
" crematis, ecclefiis (poliatis, clericorum et monachorum aliis ferro 
" jugulatis, aliis ilammis conTumpds, aliis de muris praecipitatis, aliis 
" iu^niis> matronis cruribus per plateas diftraftis, et demum ignibus 
'* injeftis parvulis i matrum uberibus avulfis, aut lanceis exceptis, aut 
" lupennSo carro minutatim contritis, San£to eciam Alfego archiepif- 
" copo martirizatO} et monachis fuis cum populo decimatim occiiiSj 
" quorum fumma fuit irii mmacbi{c) et oftingenti viri, ad ultimum 
" tota fere Anglia praeter Lundomas, ubi rex Agelrcdus morabatur, 
" Danorum re^ Suano manus dedit. Ipfi vero Lundonienfes obfides 
" illi mittentes pacem cum eo fecerunt. Quod cement rex Ageldredus 
«' reginam Emmam, filiam ducis Normannorum Ricardi primi, ad 
" fratrem fuum fecundum Ricardum comitem Normannorum miiit, 
" etcum ea filiosfuos Edwardum et Aluercdum cum magiftro illonim 
" Lundonienli epifcopo Alwino, et Elifio abbate de Burch mifit. 
" Ipfe eciam eos fecutus Normanniam advehitur." Aluredi Beverla- 
cenfis Annal. lib. viii. p. 114. 

(f) Lege Mllt. 
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